
Dr. Mina G. Cook
May 5, 1933 - August 2, 2023

Dr. Mina G. Venema Cook, 90, passed away August 2, 2023, after a 15-month
battle with long covid. 
Mina Venema was born May 5, 1933. She grew up on the family farm in
Michigan, the youngest of 7. She received her BS in Chemistry from Hope
College. June 18, 1955, she married George J. Cook, also from Michigan.
They moved to Oregon where they both attended Oregon State University.
Mina received her MS in Organic Chemistry and George a degree in Civil
Engineering. Their first two daughters, Faith and Sheryl, were born there.
George took a job with the forest service in Willamina, Oregon where their
third daughter Joy was born. After a few years they moved to Bend, OR where
they continued to raise their family and established their careers. Mina took a
job with COCC teaching Chemistry. Their fourth daughter Susan was born.
When the opportunity arose, Mina took a job at Bend Senior High teaching
Chemistry and eventually all types of science courses. She coached the Bend
High Science Club, which took many awards and the Bend High Bible Club.
She loved to encourage her students to succeed in their chosen studies and
careers. During this time, she received her PhD in Education from Walden
University in Florida. For her last two years teaching she was Vice Principal at
La Pine High school. During her summers, Mina loved to spend time with her
daughters, travel to see family in Michigan and raise a productive garden to
share with the neighbors. 
She is survived by her daughters Faith Bennett (Scott), Sheryl Gombert, Joy



Davenport and Susan Cook. There are 8 grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her husband of 58 years,
George. 
A Celebration of Life will be held at 1pm on November 25, 2023 for Dr. Mina
G. Cook at Bend Nazarene Church, 1270 NE 27th St., Bend Or 97701. Dr.
Cook was a long-time Bend resident and BSHS Science teacher. 

 

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Bend, OR chapter. 
Funeral assistance provided by Niswonger-Reynolds Funeral Home.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

NOV 25. 1:00 PM (PT)

Bend Church of the Nazarene
1270 NE 27th St
Bend, OR 97701-9558
(541) 382-5496



Tribute Wall

KA

CV

Kate - September 03, 2023 at 12:27 PM

Dr. Cook was my high school physics teacher. I have never
forgotten how she let us earn back points by sewing mol(e)s. Even
now I can recall her quiet confidence in managing a class of unruly
teenagers and somehow translating her immense knowledge to a
level we could understand. She was my first exposure to a woman
with a doctorate level of education.

Carol VanDyke - August 23, 2023 at 11:09 PM

I'm so sorry for your loss. Mina was my mom's cousin (Rhea
Venema Teunis) and spoke of her often. I met her once when she
came to Michigan to visit. My mom passed away 2 years ago.


