John Taft Chaffey

July 26, 1927 - May 21, 2014

John Taft Chaffey, 86, passed away, surrounded by his family, on May 21,
2014. Born in Los Angeles on July 26, 1927, he grew up in Palm Springs and
was drafted into the US Army in 1945 on his 18th birthday. He completed
basic training twice (the army lost his paperwork) and after serving as an X-
ray technician at Fort Lewis, he returned to Stanford on the Gl Bill to study
science. Upon graduation, he married his first wife, Collette Ferguson, had
three children, and taught biology, physics, and chemistry. Later, at McGill
Medical School, he found his calling as a physician and met and married his
classmate and wife of fifty years, Paula Good Chaffey. Following residency at
Yale, John practiced medicine with the Joint Center for Radiation Therapy in
Boston, and served on the faculty of the Harvard Medical School. He was a
loving husband, father and grandfather, adored physician and educator.
Retiring to Bend in 1999, he enjoyed fishing, photography and living by the
Deschutes River. He sang in the Harmoneers Mens Chorus and, his real
passion, the Vocal Seniority barbershop quartet, who joined him for a last
session just a week before his death. He is survived by his wife, Paula
Chaffey M.D., his brother, Benjamin Chaffey M.D., six children: Mark,
Jonathon, Erica, Andrew, Howard, and William, eight grandchildren: Peter,
Carter, Anicka, Liam, Cole, Hugh, Rachel, and Melanie, and was predeceased
by his brother William (Bill). A celebration of his life will be held this summer in
Bend, dates to be determined.



Funeral Home:

Niswonger-Reynolds Funeral Home New
105 NW Irving Ave

Bend, OR

UsS 97701



Tribute Wall

Just learned that John had died. He was not only my mentor, the
very first Radiation Oncologist under whom | trained, but he treated
my dad, who adored him, for prostate cancer. What a wonderful guy
with such a warm smile. He was a role model.

Mark Brenner - June 28, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Dear Paula and Family, | am sorry to hear about Johns passing, and
convey our condolences by this. | always enjoyed your company
when visiting with Ben and Winnie. | liked Johns great zest for life
and his sense of humor. It will be hard to be without him, and | wish
you Peace. Warm greetings, Dick Koning

Marinus Koning - April 03, 2017 at 12:00 AM

We will remember John fondly. Great teacher to young physicians
and a great friend to our family. He and Paula always opened their
home and pool to our young, growing family. We wil miss you John
and thanks for everything you did for your patients, friends and
family. Jay Loeffler and Nancy Tarbell

jay loeffler - April 03, 2017 at 12:00 AM



